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Astellas Pharma & Sanwa Kagaku Kenkyusho Establish Strategic 
Alliance in Japan’s Pharmaceutical Market for Kidney Diseases 
~ Co-promotion of Hyperkalemia Treatment ARGAMATE® and 

Hyperphosphatemia Treatment Bixalomer ~ 
 
Tokyo, February 20, 2012 - Astellas Pharma Inc. (“Astellas”; Tokyo:4503; President and 
CEO: Yoshihiko Hatanaka) and Sanwa Kagaku Kenkyusho Co., Ltd. (“SKK”; 
Headquarters: Nagoya; President: Kazuo Yamamoto) announced today that they agreed to 
establish a strategic alliance for the pharmaceutical market for kidney diseases in Japan, on 
February 14, 2012. 
 
Under this agreement, Astellas will distribute and both companies will co-promote the 
hyperkalemia treatment ARGAMATE® 20% Jelly 25g (generic name: calcium polystyrene 
sulfonate, “ARGAMATE”) which SKK is currently manufacturing and distributing, with 
SKK supplying the product to Astellas. Also, Astellas will distribute and both companies 
will co-promote the hyperphosphatemia treatment bixalomer (generic name, development 
code: ASP1585), whose market authorization application Astellas submitted to the Ministry 
of Health, Labour and Welfare in Japan.   
 
ARGAMATE is a pharmaceutical product whose administration compliance has been 
improved by jellification. It helps to evacuate the excessive potassium in the 
gastrointestinal tract by exchanging potassium ions in the intestine with the drug’s calcium 
ions. It is usually used to treat hyperkalaemia caused by acute or chronic renal failure. 
 
Bixalomer is an amine-functional polymer which decreases serum phosphorus 
concentration by binding to phosphate in the gastrointestinal tract and thus inhibiting the 
absorption of phosphate into the human body. Phase III studies in patients on dialysis with 
chronic kidney disease in Japan demonstrated bixalomer’s clinical efficacy in the decrease 
of serum phosphorus concentration, as well as a preferable long-term safety profile. In 
March 2011, Astellas submitted a market authorization application for the indication of 
hyperphosphatemia in patients on dialysis with chronic kidney diseases. 
 
Astellas and SKK expect to further contribute to patients with kidney diseases by providing 
various medical treatments for the pharmaceutical market for kidney diseases in Japan 
through this strategic alliance. 
 
The impact of this agreement on Astellas’ financial results will be immaterial. 
 

### 
 
 
 

http://www.astellas.com/en/corporate/�
http://www.skk-net.com/en/�
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Contacts for inquiries or additional information 
Astellas Pharma Inc. 

Corporate Communications 
Tel: +81-3-3244-3201   

 
Sanwa Kagaku Kenkyusho Co., Ltd. 

Corporate Communications, Corporate Planning 
Tel: +81-3-3232-2601 
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[Reference] 
 
About ARGAMATE 
 

Product Name ARGAMATE® 20% Jelly 25g 

Generic Name Calcium Polystyrene Sulfonate 

Subtitle Hyperkalemia Treatment 

Dates of 
Approval and 
Launch, etc. 

Approval：April 20, 2009 
NHI Price Listing：September 25, 2009 
Launch：September 25, 2009 

Approval 
Holder 

Sanwa Kagaku Kenkyusho Co., Ltd. 

Indication hyperkalaemia due to acute or chronic kidney disease 
 
About Sanwa Kagaku Kenkyusho Co., Ltd. 
 

Company Name SANWA KAGAKU KENKYUSHO CO., LTD. 
President & CEO Kazuo Yamamoto 
Capital 2,101,088,000 yen 
Revenue 68,267,000,000yen (Financial Year 2010 Ending March 31, 2011) 
Shareholder 
Composition 

100% owned by Suzuken Co., Ltd. 

Business Activities 
R&D, manufacturing and marketing of pharmaceuticals, 
diagnostics, medical and nursing care nutritionals and healthcare 
products. Contract manufacturing of pharmaceuticals. 

No. of Employees 1,429 (as of March,2011) 
Head Office 35 Higashisotobori-cho, Higashi-ku, Nagoya 461-8631, Japan 
URL http://www.skk-net.com/ 

 
 


